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November, 2009
Dear Colleagues,

This resource is intended for use by Grade 8 ELA teachers in the Portage la Prairie School
Division. During the 2008-09 school year, a need for a document highlighting indigenous writing
exemplars demonstrating levels of quality was identified. Grade group sessions were organized and they
focussed on teaching and assessment practices with regard to the Middle Years Assessment of Grade
8 English Language Arts Reading Comprehension and Expository Writing. Writing samples were

collected from all schools in the division and cooperatively assessed by the grade 8 ELA teachers in an
effort to provide consistency and understanding of the expectations across the division.

This document was compiled in binder format so additional samples can be added by individual
teachers and comment pages have been included so the teachers may make notes about the specific
exemplars. The comment pages may be numbered with the page number of the sample with an ‘@’
beside it to help keep organized. Each sample has been digitized in order to share with students using
interactive whiteboard technologies. The writing exemplars are assessed in the order the competencies
are listed on the provincial reporting form. In addition, the provincial rubric can be found on page 4 and
a sample of a student —friendly rubric has been included: feel free to revise it as needed. Finally,
appendices have been added highlighting a list of several writing resources with room to include further
entries, and a graphic organizer outlining writing instruction that makes sense.

Good Luck!
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Student-Friendly Rubric: Writing to Give Information

Criteria/Skill

Where Am I?

| can write information
pieces of writing for
different types of
audiences and reason
(to describe, explain,
persuade, give an
opinion)

I’m there!

I’m Getting There!

I’'m Not There Yet?

I can create, choose,
and organize ideas to
help the reader
understand what | am
saying in my piece of
writing.

My ideas are on topic
and well built; the
organization of my
details supports the
reader’s understanding
of my essay.

My ideas are OK and on
topic; my overall
organization is obvious;
but | did not organize my
supporting details well
enough.

My ideas are weak
and/or off topic; my
organization needs
plenty of work (I need to
put an opening, a body,
and a conclusion into my
essay)

I choose language
(word choices and
sentence patterns) to
make an impact on the
reader.

My word choices and
sentence patterns have a
definite impact on the
reader. They make the
reader want to keep
reading!

My word choices and
sentence patterns are
OK, but | could make
them more smooth and
descriptive.

My word choices and
sentences patterns really
need help! | should get
out a thesaurus and find
some descriptive words,
and talk to my teacher,
parents, and friends
about how to make my
sentences smooth!

| use conventions
(spelling, grammar,
and/or punctuation)
and resources (spell-
checker, thesauruses,
dictionaries) to edit
and proofread to make
my meaning clear.

My spelling, grammar,
and punctuation are
awesome! | may have
made some mistakes, but
the reader still
understands the message
of my writing.

My Bad! My spelling,
grammar, and
punctuation mistakes
make it sort of difficult
for the reader to read my
essay, but they still
understand the message.

EEK! | made way too
many spelling, grammar
and punctuation errors.
The reader does not
understand the meaning
of my essay.

How Am | Going to Get There? Or Beyond!




Comments:

Title of exemplar:

What is done well?

What needs improvement?

Next steps?

Page a
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Wishes to change the V\//orld

Introduction: if | can change the world | would get 3 wishes it
could be stop all wars and to stop fame and stop gangs it would
change the world.

My first important wish is to stop all the wars because lots of
people get hurt or die because of all the guns that kill them and
all of the bombs and one won of these days their well be no
more people in the world if this happens they world will be
happy and there well be peace.

My second important wish is to stop all famine because
everyone little kid out their are dying of starving and most of
them are really skinny and most of the little kids don’t have
anything and every year 30,000 kids die of starvation that sucks
if these happens the world will be happy and they will be too.

My third important wish is to stop a gangs and recession
because all the gang members live in deadly cities and if you
walk around there they will kill you and most of the kids around
there get beat up for nothing and they were different kind of
clothes around there you get beat up and recession if you are a
different kind of skin they would make fun of you and try and
do something to you or kill you and collared people are just like
other people and if these happen everyone well be happy and
kids well feel safe.

15
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All | wished for | hope it come true and if it does | would be
happy and all | hope for everyone to be happy and the world to
peace it sucks when there is killing in the world and little kids
dying from starving and | wish for everyone to have fun and
everyone is the same.
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MY W ISHES

/ If Thad threew ishes for thew orld,Iw ould w ish to
have education and nutrition forallpeople.Iw ould
alsow ish forw orld peace.Because they are im portant
to the quality of life.

W eneed education sow e can take our drivers license,

count,and think faster in our heads.Ihave apretty
good education and Iam happy. Education isvery
helpfuland w hoever hasgood education should be very
happy.Iw ish thepoorpeoplehad everythingw ehave,
then thew orld w ould have peace too. People could
help each other outand be kind to each other.

W eneed nutrition sow edon’tdieofhunger.Iw ish the

poor peoplehad som e food to eat likeus.It isnot fair
butw e try to help them out. It isem barrassing if you
think aboutthem .Im agine ifw ehad no food that

w ould be terrible.W e should try a get som e food for
them .They don’thaveany m oney.Thegovernm entand
the rich people should give them a little.Because som e
of therich peoplem isuse it and buy things that they
don‘tneed.The rich people could build houses in the
poor countries.Thepoor peopledon ‘thave any good
houses;they areonly m adeoutofstraw and grass.They
have to run forw aterm ilesaw ay.W e should try to
help them a lotm orebecause they are very poor.Let’s
alltry to help each other and getalongw ith each other.

18



W eneed safety because if you don ‘thave safety w e
w ould probably die.If you gonear a PTO you get
sucked in .W e for sureneed safety. Som epeopledon’t
w atch their children enough.They run around till2:00
in them orning,and justm ake trouble.So pleasew atch
your children.

These are som eofthe thingsIam w ishing to see som e
day.W eshould all try and get along and w atch our
steps.Because you never now w hatcould happen, so
everybody try harder and be good buddiesw ith each
other.

7/ T
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If | Could Change the World

If | could change the world | would make sure all people have

clean water, proper food, peace, freedom and safety. Children

should be able to go to school and get educated. Every child

should be able to go to school, including all girls, who have to

work and do other things. That's what | wish for, to make the
world a better place.

All humans should have clean water and proper food to eat
They should have a healthy nutritious diet. If kids and adults
don't have proper food and clean water they wouldn't be
able to digest, grow or learn. Some people have to walk miles
and miles to get clean and sometimes dirty water. Everyone
should have a pump or tap right at home. Usually the girls
have to go for water and it’s not safe or fair. Other people in
other tribes could hurt or kidnap them. Girls shouldn’t have to
do all the work, all people should be treated the same.
Nobody should suffer from lack of food or water because
there is enough in the world for everyone to have and share.

| would change the world by having peace and freedom.
Everyone should live in peace with freedom. Everyone should
have peace because they shouldn't always fight and have
war. They should all just get along and leave people be. All
people should be able to believe what they want. Greedy rich
people should think of other people and families who don't
have any money, homes or food. When they build their
houses, they should make smaller houses and give the money

24



to the poor, instead of making big houses. They don't need
big houses when only a few people live in them.

| wish that all children in the world could go to school. | wish
that all parents would have enough money to get their
children educated. If they don’t have school, they grow up
and don't have anything to teach their children. | also wish
that all girls in all countries would be able, or have the right to
go to school. When the girls grow up they don’'t know how
to read or write, and they won't reach their potential.

[ think all those things would make the world a better place,
because there would be no fighting, no war, everyone would
get along, and there would be peace and freedom
everywhere. Everyone would have proper food to eat and
proper water to drink. All kids would be able to go to school
and be educated properly in proper schools and proper
buildings, not on sand or on the ground or dirt. | wish for
those things to happen. It would make the world a better
place.

4] J Ol e Wl

<
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| Wish...

There are a lot of problems in the world that need to be
taken care of. Some which will probably never be fixed. If
we try to help with these problems, the world would be a

better place.

For my first wish, | wish there is world peace. There
would be no war and fighting. You could go anywhere
without getting hurt. We would be able to get things that we
need from any country. The countries would have money to
buy important things for the country like hospitals.

For my second wish, | wish that there is enough food for
everyone. No one would die from hunger or get sick from
not having the right kind of food to eat like fruit. Everyone
that has food and water shouldn’t waste very much. Then,
the other countries would be able to have some food. If this
happened, then the world would probably get over

populated.

For my last wish, | wish that everyone could have a job.
Everyone would be able to make money and buy food and
water and shelter. They would be able to live a good life.
You would have somewhere warm to go in the winter and
when it’s storming outside. We wouldn’t see people out on
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the streets and feel sorry for them. If everyone had a job,
maybe no one would care about what they were getting.

Those are the three biggest problems | think we need to fix.
If we could fix those problems, | think we could be able to
fix almost every problem. They would help the world the
most. It would save a lot of people from dying.
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Wishes for a Better World.

My three wishes to change the world are no more war, end famine,
and stop greed. I'm sure there are some more important subjects people
would have chosen, but these jumped out at me.

Let’s try and end wars, we'd have a WAY better world without wars,
world wars, and gang wars. World wars hurt innocent people, bombs they
use cause disease, show youth its alright to fight like they are, they’re
promoting violence, instead of showing it can be solved in a civil manner.
Gang wars also hurt innocent people, and also promote violence, but it
puts drugs on the streets, without gangs there wouldn’t be gang wars, and
without gangs there wouldn’t be gang wars, and without gangs there
wouldn’t be so many drugs. It's a new time, violence is taking over, some
people blame war, and others blame the way they were raised, I blame
both. Parents should educate their children on violence, and there
shouldn’t be any talk about war.

I'wish we could put an end to famine a fancy word for hunger. How
would you feel going to bed hungry for a week or not eat for three days?
This wouldn’t be normal behavior for us, and would drive us crazy. Well
people go through that everyday around the world, 3 times worse then
that. So while others are worrying about where they’re going to eat that
day, or die that night. It’s harsh but its true, we can’t sit around and
pretend it doesn’t happen anymore. If everybody in the world gave up
ONE box of Kraft Dinner we would be able to feed millions. Food banks
aren’t asking for money, or time, just one can of soup, or tin of salmon.
The day the World Trade Centers were bombed 30,000 children died
from famine, how come we didn’t cry for them? I'm not saying it wasn’t
tragic, but 3000 people died in the Trade Centers, most that have lived
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their lives, 30,000 children aren’t going to get a chance, and every second,
a child loses out on a chance from hunger, because they didn’t get food.
It's not something you can end in a day, but if we TRIED, we could end

it, 1f we cared.

Our society faces a problem with greed. People around the world
suffer, because we’re greedy, like starve, or can’t afford to protect their
country. Canada has to have about 100 imes more money then the poor
part of the world. We need to help our other countries that are hurting,
because the people in them are getting hit the hardest. So you see we
worry too much about what we have, then what others don’t.

The world 1s slowly fading, and we could save it. I don’t want to be
the generation that killed the world because I didn’t care. It’s not that
hard to donate, or plant a flower, or give some time and effort. I used to
never care about anything, but now, a girl who is just like me could die
from war, or famine, or greed. So when you go to turn away stare for ten
more seconds, and put you and your loved ones in the position, because
I'd hate to be there. Our world is in the hands of my generation, and I
refuse to crumple it up, and throw it away.

[\/,‘5/7(3 jw abm//emuc/ [l
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THREE WISHES FOR A BETTER WORLD

IF | COULD BRANT THE WORLD THREE WISHES | WOULD WiSH FOR
WORLD PEACE, LESS PREIJUDICE AGAINST GiRLS, AND FOR CLEAN
WATER AND 00D FOOD FOR EVERYONE. | WISH FOR THESE THINGS
BECAUSE THEY WOULD REALLY MAKE A DIFFERENCE iN PEOPLES
LIVES.

MY FIRST WiSH iS5 FOR WORLD PEACE BECAUSE WRAR DOES NO
BOOD. I OMLY LEADS 1O MORE AND MORE FIGHTTING. MEN, WOMEN,
CUILDREN HAVE 7O LEAVE THEIR HOME BECAUSE THE WAR REACHES

TUEIR HOME AND TEARS i APART. THEY HAVE 1O UP AND LEAVE
AND SET UP NEW HOMES AND JUST HOPE THE WRAR WON'T REACH
YHEM AGAIN. ALSO, SOLDIERS HAVE TO LEAVE THEIR HOMES AND
FAMILIES 7O FIGHT. SOMETIMES THEY NEVER SEE THEM AGAIN, AL
BECAUSE MAN CANT GET ALONE. ANOTHER THING iS5 THE MONEY
SPENT ON WAR. IS NOTHING BUI A WASTE OF MONEY. THE MONEY
COULD BE PUr rownRDS BUILDING UP THE COUMNIRIES THAT HAVE

BEEN rORN APARTr BY WAR. THE MONEY COULD BE SPENT ON

FOOD, CLOTHES, AND HOUSES AND 1O SEND CHILDREN 7O SCHOOL.
IF THE CHILDREN COULD AL 60 7O SCHOOL, THEY WOULD LEARN
THINGS LIKE READING, WRITING AND GETTING ALONE, THINEGS THAT
THEY COULD ACTUALLY USE il LIFE. IF THEY WENI 7O SCHOOL THEY
WOULD HAVE LESS TIME O GET IMVOLVED iV THINGS LIKE GANES,
CRIME AND DRUES. THERE WOULD ALSO BE LESS CHILD SOLDIERS.
SO, iF MORE TIME AND MONEY WAS SPENI ON THESE WORTIUWHILE
THINGS EVERYBODY WOULD BE ALl THE HAPPIER BECAUSE OF ir.

SECONDLY, | WOULD WiSH FOR (ESS PREJUDICE AGAINST GiRLS.
GIRLS SHOULD HAVE THE SAME OPPORTIUMITIES AS BOYS. SOME
GiRLE ARENT ALLOWED TO 60 1O SCHOOL BECAUSE THEY HAVE rO
SrAY HOME AND WORK AND THEY THINK BOYS ARE SMARTER. IF
TUE GIRLS CANT 60 1O SCHOOL THEY Will NEVER HAVE THE
NECESSARY SKILS O BE iINDEPENDENT, SHOULD THEY EVER MNEED
7O BE. SOME GiRLS HAVE TO BE COVERED FROM HEAD 7O ro€ ALl
THE TIME BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE THEIR WHOLE BODY SHOULD BE
COVERED. THEY PROBABLY DONT EVEN KNOW WHAT FRESH AR
FEELS LIKE. THE WOMEN AND GiklS ARENT ALLOWED 7O WALK ALONE
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OUrSIDE OF THEIR HOME Wirtour A MALE ESCORT. GikLS DONT
HAVE THE SAME RIGHTS AS BOYS DO. JUST BECAUSE THEYRE &GikLS
DOESN'T MAKE THEM ANY (ESS HUMAN.

MY THIRD WisH WOULD BE FOR CLEAN WATER AND 00D FOOD FOR
EVERYBODY BECAUSE SOME PEOPLE AND HAVE 1O DRINK DIRrY
WATER THAT GIVES THEM DISENSES LIKE DIARRHER, E-COLi AND

PARASITES. THOSE ARE DISEASES THAT THEY CAN Di€ FROM AND
WE CAN GET VACCINATIONS AND MEDICINE 7O TREAT THEM. THEY
AREN'T EVEN LIFE-THREATENING HERE. EVERYBODY SHOULD ALSO

HAVE PROPER FOOD S50 THEY CAN GROW AND DEVELOP PROFPERLY.

TUERE iS5 CERIAINLY ENOUGH FOOD iN THE WORLD 1O FEED
EVERYBODY. NOW iF OMLY THE FOOD AND WATER WAS DiSTRiBUreD
EQUALLY EVERYBODY COULD EAT AND DRINK EVERY DAY.

THESE ARE MYy TUREE WISUES FOR A BETTER WORLD. | WiSH FOR
THESE THINGS BECAUSE | BELIEVE THEY WOULD MAKE THE WORLD A
BEITER PLACE. IF TUESE THREE WISHES COULD BE GRANTED PEOFPLE
ON EARTH WOULD BE HAPFIER AND i WOULD BE NICE O OFPEN THE
NEWSPAPER AND NOT SEE OR READ STORIES ABOUI WAR rORN
COUNTRIES, STARVING PEOPLE, KilliNE OR DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
FEMALES. WE WOULD HAVE A BETTER WORLD WirHour rHOSE rHiNES
AND WE WOULD ALSO HAVE BETTER CiliZENS.

e Worhss [@W o %Qﬁbtﬂx)@mkct
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3 Wishes

What would you do if you could change the world with just three
wishes? Would you end world hunger? Would you get people out of
poverty? Would you find the cure for cancer? Would make the world
equal? Or would you make the economy better? This was first
brought up in an E.L.A class and | thought “Wow this is going to be
easy!” But really with just three wishes | had to pick three that would
make the biggest difference and the ones that | saw were the most
important to me and my life. As tough as it was | would wish for
equality in all countries, | would wish for the cure for cancer, and |
would wish for a better economy.

For me equality is one of the biggest issues today. | had thought
that just because we were in Canada that most of the world had equal
rights but that is not even close to what it actually is. In Africa girls
should be in school, but they are probably fetching water half a mile
away because they can’t afford it or they can’t find a school close
enough that is not just for boys. In other parts of the world women are
not treated the way they should be, they have to obey their husbands,
they are still told that their place is in the home and that they can’t get
a job, and that they have no say in government and they aren’t treated
like citizens. So really if we could just fix all of these by saying, | wish
that all sexes, races, and classes the world could be that much better.

My second wish would be to stop a disease that is the top killer
in Canada. | would wish for a cure for cancer. | am absolutely
passionate for finding a cure for cancer, it is a vicious disease that
can kill you or put you in a hospital for months at a time. My grandpa
was diagnosed with cancer before | was born and was getting chemo
therapy when | was born. He doesn’t have cancer anymore butis
always wondering if it will ever come back. Some people are not as
lucky and there is thousands of young people that suffer from all
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kinds of cancer and | think finding the cure would be one of the
world’s biggest reliefs.

My final wish would be to make our economy better. Sure to
some people this sounds lame, but think about it, it could make the
biggest difference of all. If you were to lower taxes, people would
possibly be able to move off the streets. If you could lower the price
of gas, people would be able to pay taxes or to buy groceries. If you
could raise the grain, it could take most of the farmers out of debt.
The list could go on and on but you could just see how much better
the quality of living can be if the economy was just a tad better.

In just three wishes | have proved that the world could be a
better place. But my question is why anybody wouldn’t do something
about it. Why wouldn’t they step up and say, “Hey wake up!” As far
as | can see is as long as the rich are happy so is the government.
Sure my wishes probably aren’t what most wishes are but | think that
they are the most important to me and they would make the biggest
difference in this unequal, disease infested, over priced world.

2 Wishe
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We all know that the world is not a perfect place, and that it is impossible to
make it one. If | had three wishes to make the world a better place, there would
be many things | would want to do. Unfortunately | can only choose three things. |
would end world hunger, prevent crime, and stop pollution in the environment.

| wish that we could stop crime completely. The world would be a more
peaceful, and safe place. There would be nor murders or theft, and there would
be no need for law enforcement. | think we could accomplish this by having
harsher punishment for crime, and rewarding the people who do not get involved
in crime, making it more convenient to stay away from crime. It sounds
outrageous and difficult, which it is, but | think that with commitment and

persistence we could accomplish this goal.

Many people don’t know this but, there is enough food to feed EVERYONE in
the world. If food was distributed evenly and not horded by the wealthy
countries, there would be enough food to end world hunger. There would be no
more people dying because of starvation. We could end world hunger by
distributing food evenly. Another idea would be to have the wealthy countries
send food and seeds over to help the poor countries have food and start to grow
their own. We could also set up field irrigation systems to help grow food in

places affected by drought.

For my third wish, | would like to stop polluting the environment. Not only does
pollution add to global warming, it affects plants and animals in their habitats.
They are not used to the ever changing climate we subject them to. Believe it or
not, pollution affects people too. There are allergies and diseases caused by
pollution and only we can stop it. We've all heard this before but ride a bike
more. If your commute is too far to bike then carpool with someone. You could
also use green energy to power your home. Less pollution would make a better,

greener world.
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Overall | think these are all great ideas, and | think that with time and
commitment, we change the world. In what ways | do not know, but one thing |
do know is that everyone can make a difference.
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Helpful Resources

Books:

Culham, R. (2005). 6+1 traits of writing: The complete guide for the primary grades. New York:
Scholastic.

Culham, R. (2005). 6+1 traits of writing: The complete grade 3and up. York: Scholastic.

Check out our wiki on WikiSpaces.com:

Gr8readingandwriting



